THE   GRASSLEYES   MYSTERY
"Turn to the index/' Suresne suggested. "Find
on what page the account of Spenser & Sykes be-
gins."
She did as she was told but searched in vain.
"Why, it says page ninety-two but page ninety-
two is not here!55 she exclaimed.
She passed the volume to Granet. He examined it
carefully.
"There are seven pages missing/' he said, "ninety-
two through ninety-eight. The whole of Spenser &
Sykes' account has disappeared."
"So you see," Suresne pointed out, "we are not
exposing you to the risk you fear. As Mr. Granet
says, the pages of Spenser & Sykes' account with
Grassleyes have been cut from that ledger, and with
amazing skill/'
"How did you discover this?" Jane asked.
"When we handed over the parcel to the bank
manager," Suresne explained, "he declined to re-
ceive it for safekeeping without examining its con-
tents, and the moment he handled the ledger he
discovered that it had been tampered with. He was
shocked when he saw whose account had been mu-
tilated. He asked us both to verify its condition, tied
up the parcel again, sealed it and was willing to ac-
cept it. I thought it best, in the circumstances, to
bring it back. The possession of this ledger ought
to make our dealings with Mr. Spenser a little easier
in the event of his trying to make trouble."
There was a moment or two's silence, then Su-
resne went on.
"You will see that about one thirty-second of an